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According to the broadest historical-philosophical interpretations, the French Revolution is the most
significant political event of the eighteenth century, and its influence proved decisive both for the
development of nineteenth-century European philosophy and for modern—and even contemporary—
social, political, economic, and moral transformations. In the context of late eighteenth-century
Germany, still not officially unified, and in opposition to the majority of intellectuals who, especially
after the period of the Terror, criticized and rejected the revolutionary movement, Johann Gottlieb
Fichte (1762—1814) recovered the libertarian philosophical meaning of the Revolution. Moreover,
Fichte equated the revolutionary historical event with the also revolutionary philosophical event
implied by his own system of thought, the Wissenschafislehre. This is recorded in the famous letter
to Baggesen of April/May 1795, in which he states: “My system is the first system of freedom. Just
as this nation [France] freed humanity from its external chains, my system freed it from the yoke of
the thing in itself [...] and its first principles make the human being an autonomous being.”

In turn, Fichte’s perspective on the Revolution manifests itself in a particular way—and in discussion
with A. W. Rehberg’s (1757-1836) Untersuchungen iiber die Franzdsische Revolution (1793)—in
his work, at times dismissed by part of the historiography as a mere pamphlet, Beitrag zur
Berichtigung der Urtheile des Publicums iiber die franzosische Revolution (1793), which forms part
of his Revolutionsschriften, together above all with Zuriickforderung der Denkfreiheit von den
Fiirsten Europens die sie bisher unterdriickten (1793). As is explicitly stated in the title, Fichte sets
out to rectify public judgment concerning the Revolution. This rectification leads to the exposition of
a line of thought which, although at times dense, is extremely rich conceptually with regard to how,
according to the philosopher, relations among human beings ought to be configured. In doing so,
Fichte incorporates into his reflection core concepts of the modern philosophical-political tradition—
such as the state, the rule of law, coercion, violence, power, obedience, punishment, fear, war,
justice/injustice, among others—and brings to light the difficulties that the political-state organization
of human coexistence poses precisely for human beings themselves. In this sense, Fichte reclaims the
French Revolution, especially insofar as it offers moral instruction and a didactic framework with
regard to human rights and human worth.
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With this issue, the Revista de Estud(i)os sobre Fichte / Rivista di studi su Fichte seeks to continue
and expand the work that, in recent years, various specialists from different regions and universities
have carried out and presented at conferences and academic meetings. The aim is thus to strengthen
the exegesis of a period and a set of works within the Fichtean corpus that, relatively speaking, have
not received the same level of bibliographical attention as other, later texts by the author.

Proposed lines of inquiry, though not mutually exclusive, include:

* The sense in which Fichte reads the French Revolution in relation to the possibility of peoples
modifying their political constitution.

* The relationship between the moral and political spheres as described by Fichte in the Beitrag.
* Fichte’s proto-anarchism in the Beitrag.

* The contrast between Fichte’s philosophical-political positions in his Revolutionsschriften and
in other, later texts of his practical philosophy.

* The contrast in Fichte’s view of the French nation between the Revolution and the Napoleonic
advance.

* The relationship between the French Revolution as a historical event and the Wissenschafislehre
as a philosophical event.

* The intellectual debate contemporary with Fichte regarding the Revolution, involving figures
such as Edmund Burke, A. W. Rehberg, Friedrich von Gentz, Immanuel Kant, Georg Wilhelm
Friedrich Hegel, among others.

 Contemporary philosophical-political readings of Fichte’s interpretation of the Revolution.
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